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Evolution  Protest  Movement    a 

Pamphlet :  ARE  SCIENTISTS  ALWAYS  SCIENTIFIC  ? 

is  a  Scientist  not  «^Sn  <Knowledge'-for  which  indeed   the 
FrenlCrrTis?til^atirerbuAhis  knowledge  is  intimate  acquaintance,  famih- 

^fSS  nSeri^t  thttne  who  studies  or  practises  Science. 
But  there  are  both  amateur  and  professional  s j^Usts.  first  academically 

-^SB3S2TSS£Si  .possesses    mode™    specialised,   organised 
knowledge,  officially  or  academically  actoow^ed|ed  up_to_date  or 

It  seems  important  to  stress  the  word  modern  «™  "g^m  as  well  as  to 
latest-both  because  better  ^rume^^ead to^  grea ter  JJJ^Smt.  and  truer 
wider  knowledge;  also  because  wider  toj^W&ifSiSeoS  suppo3itions  are  thereby 
interpretation  of  observed  phenomena,  "pemliy  u  erron  w  explanation. 

syas^&raiyss^^        «a-  ^  by 

fellow  scientists  ;  in  fact,  nearly  : ■JjJJ*'.      distinction  between  what  are  now 

^^In^^  $*  «H  Lys  f  SdentiSt  "  SdentiSt  a" 

NotfKbSed  or  blind  to  unpalatable  facts  and  to  God  ^^     It  is 

In  the  ultimate,   Science  is   full,  precise  and  system* ise d  "gj^fited;  that 

probably  true  to  say  that,  at  last,  all  ^wU^wHbefowdjo  be  The 

SeS°T  ffffltfSBffi  3^^?i?iKSRS^  «*  ««*** 

°f  ThSversal  or  encyclopaedic  ^^^^^te^^tfi 
any  mortal  being  ;  the  most  that  ^entls?  ^^"Sfftoln  accepted  theory,  in 
before  specialising-i.e.  selecting  (and  W^S^^r^to  disprove-some  aim 
many  cases.  For  the  collector  of  facts  is  try  ng to  P^^^JXrted  wilderness; 
orclaim.  It  is  certain  he  is  not  wandering  aimlessly  m^.™%™£  QUtlet>  or  a  goaL 

unpromising,  or  unwelcome  clues.  philosophical— 

F  All  science,  when  it  is  not  ex  elusive  v. ^Sgy^Lj-;    ln  so  far 
wandering  away  from  o. :  passing beyond  ^£g££f€*g  'life'  of  opinion 
as  he  is  also  a  philosopher,  a  scientist  7"b^2rW  "of  his  fellow-scientists, 
prevalent  in  his  circle  or  in  the  circle  of  the  ^Wg^  called  Natural 
P       Until  a  century  or  so  ago  what  might  now  be  ca  led  Science .was  ^  ^ 

Philosophy,  because  it  was  concerned  with  not  a>?ne.  °M"iP"°n     too 
eTplanatLfof  causes  immediate  and  ultimate    ^with|s^^  Opting,  and 
In  the  last  analysis,  there  ^^^^GSTSefpro^dence  andP  teleology 
those  re  ecting,  the  existence  and  activity  "JW^j  to  blind  chance  and 

S'tuma'gaS  favou?  of  what  used  to  be  -lle^he  supernatural  ^  ^  g 

A  learned  rnan,  whedier  scientist  or  »ch^r,   s  stm  in  r 
'savant';  but  in  1  Sth  century  France  'philosophy     >va      he  n ame  ^ 

learned  man,  who  was  also  definitely  agnostic  or  atheistical 
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Evolution  Protest  Movement 


Santhia,  Stoke,  Hayling  Island. 


Pamphlet        —        — 


THE  COELACANTH 


The  author  of  "OLD  FOUR  LEGS,  THE  COELACANTH" 
(Longmans,  21-)  which  the  Listener's  reviewer  calls '  'bombastic, ' '  making  "em- 
barrassing" reading,  writes  (p.  182) :  "A  Coelacanth  can  do  strange  things  to  a 
scientist."  It  has  certainly  done  so  to  the  author.  Miss  Courtenay-Latimer, 
curator  of  the  East  London  Museum  of  South  Africa,  being  very  interested  in 
fishes,  prevailed  upon  captains  of  the  local  trawlers  to  set  aside  and  keep  for  her 
inspection  any  unusual  kinds  of  fish  they  caught.  On  examining  the  catch 
of  a  trawler  on  December  22nd,  1938,  Miss  Latimer  spotted  "a  large  heavy- 
scaled  blue  fish  quite  unlike  anything  she  had  ever  seen."  The  trawlerman 
told  her  that  during  his  30  years  at  sea  he  had  not  seen  anything  like  it,  and 
he  pointed  out  that  the  fins  were  like  arms  and  it  looked  almost  like  a  big 
lizard.  It  was  5  feet  long  and  weighed  1271b.  She  induced  a  reluctant 
taxi  man  to  take  the  fish  to  the  Museum  where  she  made  a  rough  sketch  of  it, 
described  its  features  and  got  a  photographer  to  take  photos.  Then  she 
borrowed  a  hand  truck  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  native  boy,  took  the  creature  to 
a  taxidermist  to  prepare  it  for  the  Museum,  and  told  him  to  keep  all  theparts 
he  cut  away  in  case  they  were  important.  Having  no  book  which  would  help 
her  to  name  the  fish,  Miss  Latimer  wrote  to  Mr.  J.  B.  L.  Smith,  Professor 
of  Chemistry  at  Rhodes  University,  Grahamstown,  sending  the  sketch  of 
the  fish  and  her  description  and  asked  him  to  identify  it.  Smith  was  a  keen 
angler  and  had  a  local  reputation  as  an  authority  on  fishes. 

The  fish  in  question  was  a  Coelacanth,  a  species  of  Crossopterygian 
fringe-finned  ganoid  which  lived  between  the  Upper  Devonian  and  Upper 
Cretaceous  periods,  and  has  left  numerous  fossils.  The  group  is  made  up  of 
7  families,  of  which  all  but  one,  the  Polypteridae,  are  believed  to  have  died 
out.  To-day  the  only  surviving  genera  of  the  family  are  Polypterus  and 
Calamoichthys,  which  live  in  the  rivers  of  tropical  Africa.  The  only  fossils 
of  this  family  that  have  been  found  are  scales  from  Eocene  deposits  of  Egypt, 
that  is,  about  50  million  years  ago,  as  fossils  are  now  dated.  Miss  Latimer's 
fish  belongs  to  another  family,  the  Coelacanthidae,  of  which  the  latest-known 
fossils  are  about  60  million  years  old.  Thus  her  fish  shows  that  another 
family  of  fringe-finned  ganoids,  that  is  supposed  to  have  died  out  about  60 
million  years  ago,  has  living  descendants.  Such  discoveries  are  rare  but  have 
been  made,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Port  Jackson  shark.  This  being  so,  Smith 
would  have  congratulated  Miss  Latimer  on  her  find,  told  her  he  believed  it  to 
be  a  Coelacanth — a  member  of  a  family  believed  to  have  long  been  extinct, 
and  advised  her  to  send  a  report  with  her  sketches  and  photograph  to  a 
Scientific  Journal.  Unfortunately  Professor  Smith,  being  a  fisherman 
rather  than  an  Icthyologist,  seems  to  have  been  unaware  of  such  facts,  and 
being,  on  his  own  admission,  exceedingly  impressionable,  acted  strangely. 
He  was  absent  from  Grahamstown  when  the  letter  arrived  and  did  not  read  it 
till  January  3rd.  On  doing  this  he  exercised  his  imagination  freely.  He 
writes  (p.  27) :  "A  bomb  seemed  to  burst  in  my  brain,  and  beyond  that 
sketch  and  the  paper  of  the  letter  I  was  looking  at  a  series  of  fishy  creatures 
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THE    PHENOMENA    OF    MAKING    INEXPLICABLE 
BY  THE   'EVOLUTION-MECHANISM.' 

By 

E.    JOHANNSEX 

".  .  .  /  remember  well  the  time  when  the  thought  of  the  eye  made  me  cold 
all  over,  but  I  have  got  over  this  stage  of  the  complaint,  and  now  small  trifling 
particulars  of  structure  often  make  me  very  uncomfortable.  The  sight  of  the 
feather  in  a  peacock  s  tail,  whenever  I  gaze  at  it,  makes  me  sick  .  .  .  ' 

Charles  Darwin,  in  a  letter  to  A.  Gray. 

One  hundred  years  after  Darwin,  all  we  need  to  make  us  'sick'  at  the 
selection-theory  is  the  thought  of  the  nest  of  an  Indian  weaver  bird,  or  that 
of  a  tailor  bird  built  as  an  enclosure  of  leaves  tied  together  by  the  bird — or 
the  nest  of  the  oriole  suspended  like  a  hammock  from  the  fork  of  a  branch, 
—or,  again,  a  mere  nest  looking  like  a  vase  lying  on  its  side.  Such  was  shown 
me  some  time  ago  with  the  whispered  remark:  'How  could  this  have  been 
possible  by  natural  selection  ? ' 

The  nest  of  an  Indian  weaver  bird  is  a  beautifully  plaited  structure,  in 
shape  like  a  chemist's  retort — the  entrance  being  from  below  through  the 
tube  of  the  'retort'.  It  hangs  from  one  of  the  lower  branches  of  a  tree,  and  is 
composed  of  thin  strips  torn  from  blades  of  long  elephant  grass.  Douglas 
Dewar,  who  long  ago  wrote  a  paper  on  'The  Nesting  Habits  of  the  Baya' 
(Journal  of  the  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Society,  1 909),  tells  us  how  it  is  built. 

'Having selected  a  branch  from  which  to  suspend  the  nest,  the  bird  flies 
to  a  clump  of  such  grass,  alights  on  one  of  the  upright  blades  and  makes  with 
its  beak  a  notch  low  down  in  a  neighbouring  blade,  grips  the  edge  of  this  above 
the  notch,  pulls  or  rather  jerks  its  beak  away  and  strips  off  a  thin  strand  of  the 
blade.  Holding  this  in  its  beak  it  strips  off  a  second  and  third  strip  and  flies 
off  with  these.  The  bird  then  twines  these  one  by  one  round  the  branch  from 
which  the  nest  will  hang.  Owing  to  the  silicon  in  the  grass  the  latter  does  not 
slip  when  twisted  round  anything.  The  fibres  next  collected  are  plaited  into 
those  attached  to  the  branch  until  a  rope  about  4  inches  long  has  been  plaited. 
This  is  then  expanded  by  the  addition  of  further  material  into  a  bell-shape 
structure,  which  will  form  the  roof  of  the  nest.  The  next  step  is  to  plait  a 
loop  across  the  base  of  the  bell  which  now  has  the  appearance  of  an  inverted 
basket  with  a  handle.  When  the  loop  is  completed  the  hen  collects  no  more 
material  but  remains  perched  on  the  loop  and  helps  the  cock  to  plait  in  the 
material — she  working  from  the  perch,  and  he  from  the  outside  of  the  nest. 
The  next  step  is  to  close  up  one  side  of  the  loop  to  form  a  receptacle  for  the 
eggs.  The  other  side  is  left  open,  but  is  prolonged  downwards  to  form  a 
tubular  passage  about  6  inches  long  and  2  in  diameter.  Thus  the  entrance 
to  the  nest  is  from  below.' 

1.  What  has  the  Evolution-Theory  to  offer  as  Antecedent  Stages 
for  this  Type  of  Nest  ?  (and  of  course  for  any  kind  of  Construction  made 
not  only  by  Birds,  but  Spiders,  Ants,  etc.). 

According  to  the  evolution-theory,  birds  evolved  from  reptiles,  which 
laid  their  eggs  on  the  bare  ground  ;  so  the  earliest  birds  must  have  done 
likewise.  It  is  no  good  a  selectionist  answering  :  "Evolution  of  nest  ?  It 
happens  somehow,  but  we  do  not  exactly  know  how  !"    For  the  evolution- 
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EVOLUTIONISTS    OPPOSED    TO 
EVOLUTION 


EVOLUTION  "  is  a  theory  having  little  factual  support  which  has 
become  a  creed  unjustified  by  logic  or  experience. 

Scientists  as  a  body  started  specialising  early,  thus  abandoning  that 
discipline  which  the  study  of  language  and  literature  gives.  The  very 
word  "  evolution  "  is  used  in  some  half  dozen  senses,  and  the  authors  of 
The  Meaning  of  Meaning,  dealing  with  little  other  than  the  meanings 
of  Meaning  and  Beauty,  most  unfortunately  dealt  neither  with  the  mean- 
ing of  Science  in  general  nor  of  Evolution  in  particular.  But  they  did 
provide  a  discipline  and  method  that  can  be  satisfactorily  and  helpfully 
applied  to  this  vital  matter. 

If  we  look  into  the  poke  which  contains  and  conceals  these  six 
senses,  we  shall  discover  : 

1.  The  development  of  bud  into  flower,  or  of  egg  into  bird,  etc.  : 
but  this  is  not  Evolution  ;  let  us  keep  to  its  true  name  of 
Development  ; 

2.  The  selective  breeding  by  which  geneticists  obtain  special  varieties 
of  wheat  or  pea,  rose  or  tulip,  pigeon  or  dog,  horse  or  cattle  ;  but 
this  is  not  Evolution  ;  let  us  keep  to  its  true  name  of  Selective 
Breeding  ; 

The  progressive  improvement  in  the  history  of  inventions  :  in  car 
and  plane,  even  in  fountain  pen  and  tooth  paste  tube  ;  but  this  is 
not  Evolution  ;  let  us  keep  to  its  true  name  of  Invention  ; 

There  is  the  degenerate  change  brought  about  by  loss  of  some 
genetic  factor,  or  by  congenital  disease  transmitted  by  a  parent 
to  a  child  ;  let  us  call  it  Degeneration  ; 

There  is  the  supposition  of  some  people  that  God  used  some  sort 
of  Evolution  as  His  method  of  Creation  ;  but  this  is  an  unwarrant- 
able assumption  on  the  part  of  creationists  of  sorts,  and  certainly 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  any  real  evolutionists  ;  so  let  us  call  it 
by  its  true  name  of  Supposition,  rather  than  Divine  Transformism  ; 
Finally,  there  is  the  real  "  pig  in  the  poke  "  or,  since  we  are  letting 
it  out,  the  "  cat  in  the  bag."  This  is  a  fanciful  "  self-starting  and 
self-improving  process,"  and  this  is  what  Evolution  is  actually 
meant  to  be,  however. 
Development,  Selective  Breeding,  Invention,  and  even  Degeneration, 
are  all  facts,  obvious  and  to  be  accepted,  but  with  them,  and  under  the 
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Dr.  Heribert  Nilsson's  Views 


x 


on 


The  Theory   of  Evolution 


It  is  frequently  asserted  that  no  scientist  of  first-rate  ability  questions 
the  evolution  theory.  The  publication  early  in  1954  of  a  book  by  a 
leading  biologist  who  rejects  the  theory  is,  therefore,  of  no  small 
importance. 

In  Synthetische  Artbildung  (Synthetic  Speciation)  Dr.  Heribert 
Nilsson,  Professor  of  Botany  at  the  University  of  Lund,  Sweden,  has 
set  down  the  result  of  his  life's  studies  in  genetics  and  other  subjects! 
which  bear  on  the  origin  of  species.  The  book  is  in  German,  but  its 
1,300  pages  include  a  100-page  synopsis  in  English. 

In  the  first  part  Dr.  Nilsson  considers  the  evidence  of  genetics,  and 
concludes  that  evolution  is  not  going  on  at  the  present  time.  In  the 
second  part  he  shows  that  the  fossils  do  not  indicate  a  continuous 
evolution  in  the  past,  but  rather  a  series  of  revolutions  in  which  one  flora 
or  fauna  was  suddenly  replaced  by  another.  He  considers  that  periodic 
world-wide  catastrophes  not  only  destroyed  one  set  of  living  creatures,  but 
also  provided  the  seeds  of  the  next.  He  does  not  believe  that  fully 
grown  plants  and  animals  appeared  suddenly,  but  that  unicellular  gametes 
were  formed  from  an  aggregation  of  the  chemical  genes,  and  that  these 
grew  into  adult  organisms,  just  as  new  organisms  today  come  into  being 
from  unicellular  gametes  which  contain  all  the  genes  necessary  to  control 
their  development. 

This  pamphlet  is  not  a  synopsis  of  the  book  :  it  is  designed  to  provide 
English  speaking  students  with  some  original  statements  on  genetics  and 
pabeo-botany  by  Dr.  Nilsson  which  bear  on  the  evolution  theory. 
Quotations  from  pages  1-1140  have  been  translated  from  the  German  by 
W.  E.  Filmer. 

Synthetische  Artbildung  is  published  by  C.  W.  K.  Gleerup  Publishers, 
Lund,  Sweden  :  price,  paper-covered,  225  Swedish  Crowns,  cloth,  250 
Swedish  Crowns. 


Copies  of  this  pamphlet  are  obtainable  at  3d.  each  or  2/-  per  dozen,  post  paid, 

from  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the 
EVOLUTION         PROTEST        MOVEMENT 
W.  E.  FILMER,  F.Z.S.,  23  Dingwall  Road.  Croydon.  Surrey. 
DR.  D.  S.  MILNE,  47  Totara  Crescent,  Lower  Hutt,  New  Zealand. 
J.  BYRT,  B.Sc,  "Elpis,"  Wilson  Street,  Cheltenham,  S.  22,  Victoria,  Australia. 


TWO  BANNED   BROADCASTS 
AGAINST   EVOLUTION 

1.     IS  THE  EVOLUTION  THEORY  SCIENTIFIC  ? 

IT  is  commonly  believed  that  science  has  proved  that  we  come 
from  monkeys.  Most  scientists,  however,  would  be  horrified 
at  such  a  crude  statement — they  would  prefer  to  say  that  man 
and  the  apes  had  a  common  ancestor.  But  if  you  were  to  ask  to 
see  a  fossil  of  this  ancestor,  you  would  learn  that  it  has  not  yet 
been  found  ;  it  is  still  hypothetical ! 

Science  has  been  defined  as  a  system  of  knowledge  arrived 
at  by  the  "  scientific  method."  This  comprises  first  the  observation 
of  facts,  such  as  the  similarity  between  different  kinds  of  animals 
and  secondly  in  making  hypotheses  to  account  for  them,  such  as 
the  evolution  theory  which  supposes  that  similar  animals  are  des- 
cended from  common  ancestors.  The  third  stage  in  the  scientific 
method  is  to  make  logical  deductions  from  the  theory  and  finally 
to  test  them  by  performing  experiments  or  making  observations 
which  would  verify  or  disprove  the  theory.  In  the  case  of  the 
evolution  theory,  which  supposes  that  one  kind  of  animal 
descended  from  another,  it  should  be  possible  to  show  experiment- 
ally how  this  can  happen,  but  no  such  transformation  has  been 
achieved.  In  the  case  of  men  and  monkeys  we  conclude  that  there 
should  be  fossils  of  their  common  ancestors,  but  so  far  no  such 
fossil  has  been  brought  to  light.  In  consequence  many  people 
doubt  the  theory  of  evolution,  because  no  experiment  has  been 
devised  which  can  prove  it  to  be  true. 

Inconceivable  Transformations 

Not  only  this,  but  the  theory  supposes  that  a  number  of 
transformations  have  taken  place  which  appear  to  be  inconceivable. 
For  example,  whales  are  said  to  have  evolved  from  four-legged 
land  animals.  Now  in  order  that  an  animal  may  stand  and  walk, 
its  hind  legs  must  articulate  on  a  pelvis,  or  hip-bone,  which  is 
firmly  fixed  to  the  back-bone.  A  whale,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
no  hind  legs,  but  swims  with  an  up  and  down  motion  of  its  great 
tail,  motivated  by  large  muscles  above  and  below  the  back-bone. 
The  muscles  below  the  back-bone  have  to  pass  directly  through 
that  space  occupied  by  the  pelvis  of  a  land  animal.  Consequently 
before  these  muscles  could  begin  to  evolve,  the  pelvis  would  have 
to  be  scrapped  or  detached  from  the  back-bone.  In  either  case 
the  creature  would  be  unable  to  walk  long  before  it  had  developed 
the  muscles  that  enable  it  to  swim.  No  plausible  explanation  has 
ever  been  given  as  to  how  this  transformation  occurred,  nor  is  there 
a  single  fossil  to  throw  light  on  the  subject.  Seals  and  sea-lions 
can  give  no  clue,  because  in  these  creatures  the  hind  legs  and  pelvis 
are  strongly  developed. 

Feathers  are  another  example.  You  may  read  in  text-books 
that  the  scales  of  certain  reptiles  got  frayed  out  through  their 
jumping  about  in  trees,  and  in  the  course  of  time  they  turned 
into  feathers.     But  if  you   were   to  examine  a   feather   under  a 
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IT  is  unusual  to  find  Christians  agreeing  with  atheists  on  matters 
concerning  the  Christian  faith,  but  a  leading  article  in  The  English 
Churchman  (2/11/51)  recently  quoted  with  evident  approval  the  pro- 
nouncement of  The  Freethinker  (30/9/51)  that  "Evolution  and  Chris- 
tianity are  deadly  enemies."  According  to  The  Freethinker  it  is  only 
"  modernists  and  half  believers  and  indifferent  Christians  "  who  readily 
subscribe  to  the  theory  of  evolution. 

The  anti-Christian  origin  of  the  evolution  theory  is  not  generally 
realised.  The  materialist  philosopher  Herbert  Spencer  had  already- 
planned  his  series  of  works  based  on  evolution,  and  enlisted  the  services 
of  T.  H.  Huxley  and  others,  before  Darwin's  Origin  of  Species  appeared.1 
Huxley's  subsequent  enthusiastic  support  of  Darwin  is  thus  explained, 
and  it  was  he  and  not  Darwin  who  first  said  in  1859  that  it  was  an 
"  indubitable  fact  "  that  the  human  embryo  passed  through  sundry  animal 
stages  in  the  course  of  its  development.2  The  non-factual  character  of 
this  statement  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the  early  stages  of  the 
human  embryo  had  never  been  observed  until  many  years  later. 

Immediately  after  its  publication  the  Origin  of  Species  was  condemned 
by  the  Cambridge  geologist,  Adam  Sedgwick,  as  "a  dish  of  rank  materialism 
cleverly  cooked  and)  served  up  merely  to  make  us;  independent  of  a 
Creator."3  After  a  study  of  Darwin's  religious  life,  the  American  theologian 
B.  B.  Warfield  was  "  regretfully  forced  to  recognise  in  his  (Darwin's) 
whole  course  of  argument  a  desire  to  eliminate  the  proofs  of  God's 
activity  in  the  world,"4  while  Dr.  R.  E.  D.  Clark  has  more  recently  shown 
in  Darwin  :  Before  and  After  (1948)  that  "  his  life  was  one  long  attempt 
to  escape  from  Paley,  to  escape  from  the  Church,  to  escape  from  God."5 

It  has  always  been  recognised  that  the  theory  of  evolution  is  in- 
compatible  with  the  historicity  of  the  early  chapters  of  Genesis.  There 
are,  nevertheless,  a  few  well  meaning  apologists  who  can  twist  the  Scrip- 
tures  to  make  them  mean  anything,  and  others  who  so  confuse  myth  and 
history  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  know  what  really  happened.  But 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  whereas  the  Bible  says  that  "  God  formed  man 
of  the  dust  of  the  ground  "  (dead  matter),  evolutionists  say  he  was  derived 
from  living  creatures  ;  the  Bible  speaks  of  a  specially  created  first  man 
whose  existence  evolutionists  deny. 

Until  they  accepted  the  evolution  theory,  the  Christian  Churches 
had  always  regarded  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  and  therefore  in  the 
original  without  error.  From  the  late  eighteenth  century,  however,  a 
school  of  Higher  Critics  has  been  developing  a  theory  based  on  the 
assumption  that  miracles  in  general  and  prophecy  in  particular  had  never 
occurred,  and  that  most  of  the  Old  Testament  was,  in  fact,  a  pious  fraud 
perpetrated  by  Jewish  priests  in  the  time  of  Ezra.  This  theory  gained 
much  support  from  the  assertions  of  evolutionists  that  serious  factual 
errors  existed  in  the  Bible  account  of  creation. 
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THE  INTOLERANCE  OF  THE  B.B.C.  S3  g 

During  the  past  twenty  years  the  Evolution  Protest  Movement  has 
made  repeated  attempts  to  induce  the  BBC  to  publish  a  talk  criticising 
the  theory  of  evolution  on  scientific  grounds. 

Early  in  1936  the  BBC  agreed  to  consider  a  talk  to  this  effect  of 
1,000  words.  This  was  sent  to  the  BBC,  but  after  considering  it  for  about 
six  weeks,  the  Director  of  Talks  returned  the  script  with  the  remark, 
"  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  arguments  in  it  are  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  constitute  a  basis  on  which  such  a  debate  could  be  arranged  with 
a  scientist  who  accepts  the  theory  of  evolution."  * 

Obviously  no  one  could  be  found  to  meet  successfully  the  arguments 
in  it.  This  rejected  talk,  with  comments,  was  reproduced  as  a  small 
pamphlet  entitled  "  Concealing  the  Truth."1 

Several  adherents  of  the  E.P.M.  wrote  to  the  BBC  asking  why  no 
talk  criticising  evolution  was  permitted  by  that  body.  In  his  reply  to 
one  of  these  letters  the  Director  of  the  Secretariat  said  that  the  BBC 
held  no  opinion  against  the  theory  of  evolution,  and  was  "  quite  prepared 
to  consider  for  broadcasting  a  positive  expression  of  opinion  by  a  scientist 
of  repute  "  who  wished  to  speak  "  from  a  Christian  standpoint." 

The  E.P.M.  asked  Lt.-Col.  L.  M.  Davies,  D.Sc,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.E., 
F.G.S.,  to  take  up  this  offer.  Whereupon  Davies  wrote  to  the  Director 
of  the  Secretariat  asking  if  he  was  considered  to  be  "  a  scientist  of  repute." 
In  reply  the  Director  admitted  that  he  was  and  asked  him  for  a  broad- 
cast for  which  he  would  allow  a  few  minutes.  On  receipt  of  Davies' 
script  the  BBC  told  Davies  that  they  proposed  to  send  the  script  to 
Professor  A.  E.  Trueman  for  "  expert  opinion."  Davies  agreed  but  said 
that  as  Trueman  was  an  opponent,  he  should  be  asked  to  criticise  only 
the  facts  adduced  by  Davies  and  not  his  opinions.  On  June  18th,  1945, 
the  BBC  told  Davies  that  his  talk  had  been  rejected  because,  although 
Trueman  did  not  dispute  the  facts  adduced  by  Davies,  he  thought  that 
Davies'  "  use  "  of  these  facts  would  "  mislead  "  the  public  and  "  confuse  " 
them  as  to  the  "  actual  state  of  affairs."  Davies'  rejected  script  is 
embodied,  with  extracts  from  the  correspondence,  in  the  pamphlets 
"  Evolutionary  Fables  and  Geological  Facts  "2  and  "  How  the  BBC 
umbugs  the  Public."2 

After  the  publication  of  the  above  facts  comments  were  made  in 
religious  periodicals,  and  on  August  4th,  1952,  under  the  headline  "  B.B.C. 
Has  Abused  Monopoly  : — Free  Church  Magazine's  Declaration,"  The 
Scotsman  reported : 

"  Criticism  of  the  B.B.C.  for  '  an  abuse  of  its  monopoly  calculated 
to  undermine  free  speech  in  this  country,'  in  presenting  the  subject  of 
evolution,  is  made  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Monthly  Record  of  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

"  The  writer  claims  that  all  requests  by  representative  societies  for 
a  fair  statement  of  the  Christian  position  on  evolution  have  been  con- 
sistently ignored  by  the  B.B.C.  This,  he  declares,  '  is  an  abuse  that 
inevitably   saps   the   spiritual  strength   and  Christian  character  of  the 

lA  few  copies  are  available  at  2d.  each. 
-Available  at  3d.  each  post  free. 
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The  "  Science  "  of 
Dr.  Julian  Huxley 

By  Lt.-Col.  L.  M.  Davies,  D.Sc,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  F.G.S. 


TN  its  issue  for  August  17,  1951,  The  English  Churchman  published  a  broad- 
cast which  the  B.B.C.  had  asked  me  to  prepare  as  "a  scientist  of  repute",  but 
refused  to  let  me  give  when  they  saw  how  the  geological  facts  which  I  quoted  op- 
posed the  idea  that  evolution  is  proved.  Yet  their  own  critic  admitted  the  "sub- 
stantial accuracy"  of  all  that  I  said. 

This  shows  the  value  of  the  B.B.C.'s  pretensions  to  let  "both  sides  be  heard 
on  all  disputed  questions",  and  never  to  let  mere  hypotheses  be  broadcast  as 
proved  facts.    Their  practice  is  the  reverse  of  these  pretensions. 

The  latest  example  of  their  pandering  to  fiction  masquerading  as  science 
appears  in  the  six  long  broadcast  talks  on  evolution  which  they  allowed  Dr. 
Julian  S.  Huxley  to  give.  See  The  Listener  (Vol.  XL VI)  for  October  18  to 
November  22,  1951,  inclusive.  (In  the  following  references  to  these,  roman 
numerals  refer  to  the  talks  concerned,  followed  by  the  page  numbers  in 
question.) 

the  best  out  of  this  world",  and  we  must 
"rid  ourselves  of  this  doctrine  of  a  Divine 
Power  external  to  ourselves". 

So  there  is  his  bias,  openly  avowed — and 
his  grandfather's  opinion  of  it.  What  is 
more,  as  J.  L.  Russell  has  well  said,  Dr. 
Julian  Huxley  "appears  to  suffer,  even  more 
acutely  than  most  popular  scientists,  from 
an  inability  to  distinguish  facts  which  have 
already  been  discovered  from  facts  which 
he  hopes  will  be  discovered"  {Scrutiny,  Vol. 
Ill,  Dec,  1934,  p.  277).  That  inability  ap- 
pears throughout  Dr.  Huxley's  six  broad- 
casts, in  which  he  repeatedly  represents  his 
deductions  from  the  theory  of  evolution  as 
facts  establishing  that  theory.  The  actual 
facts  are  very  different. 

Above  all  things,  Dr.  Huxley — as  an  ath- 
eist— dreads  evidence  of  DESIGN  in  nat- 
ure. To  him,  any  such  evidence  is  a 
"bogey"  (I.  659),  and  he  tries  at  all  costs 
to  convince  his  hearers  that  it  does  not 
really  exist  (I.  628;  II.  678-9,  707;  etc.).    But 


Avowed  Atheist 

These  broadcasts  are  vitiated,  throughout, 
by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Huxley  is  an  ardent 
atheist.  Although  his  own  grandfather,  T. 
H.  Huxley,  said  that  "  only  a  very  great 
fool"  would  deny  the  possible  existence  of 
God  (Evolution  and  Ethics  and  Other  Es- 

ys,  p.  140),  Dr.  Julian  Huxley  declares: 
disbelieve  in  a  personal  god  ...  in  the 
existence  of  Heaven  or  Hell  .  .  .  the  Last 
Judgment",  etc.  See  his  Religion  Without 
Revelation,  1940,  p.  7.  In  the  preface  (pp. 
vi.-vii)  to  that  book,  while  admitting  that 
some  scientists  believe  in  God,  he  says  that 
"God  ...  is  fast  tending  to  fade  away,  like 
the  Cheshire  cat  in  Alice,  until  only  a  faint 
cosmic  smile  remains",  and  man  should 
now  regard  himself  as  "the  highest  entity 
of  which  he  has  any  knowledge".  Huxley 
urges  "that  any  religion  which  lays  primary 
emphasis  on  salvation  in  the  next  world  will 
be  something  of  an  obstacle  towards  getting 
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PARTICULARS 

OF  THE 


Evolution  Protest  Movement      5 

copy„., 


(SCRIPTURAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC) 

Founded  1932 


CONSTITUTION,  AIMS,  PUBLICATIONS 

Past  Presidents  : 

SIR  AMBROSE  FLEMING,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  1932—1941. 

SIR  CHARLES  MARSTON,  F.S.A.,  1941—1946. 

DOUGLAS  DEWAR,  B.A.  (Cantab.),  F.Z.S.,  Barrister-at-Law,  1946—1957. 

COUNCIL : 

Founder  and  President:  CAPTAIN  BERNARD  ACWORTH,  D.S.O..R.N. 

Chairman  :  C.  E.  A.  TURNER,  M.Sc,  Ph.D 

E.  H.  BETTS,  B.Sc. 
R.  A.  PORTER,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A. 
W.  H.  TIER 
DAVID  TILNEY,  B.Sc. 
M.  W.  TONGE,  B.A. 

Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer:  A.  G.  TILNEY,  B.A. 


Aims  : 

To  publish  and  distribute  pamphlets  and  books  demonstrating  that 
the  Theory  of  Organic  Evolution  is  untrue. 

To  expose  the  methods  by  which  people  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  the  Theory  of  Evolution  has  been  proved  to  be  true. 
To  show  that  the  present  standard  of  morality  is  due  to  a  decline  in 
true  Christianity,  and  that  this  has  been  largely  caused  by  the  under 
mining  of  faith  in  the  Bible  by  Evolutionary  teaching. 
To  secure  that  Biology  be  taught  in  universities,  schools,  and  on  ^he 
radio  as  a  science,  instead  of  in  the  form  of  Evolutionary  propaganda 
as  hitherto. 

To  supply  scientific  data  and  information  supporting  the  Bible  state- 
ments on  Creation  as  opposed  to  the  widely  accepted  fantasies  of 
Evolution. 


Branch  Secretaries  and  Distributors  : 

In  accordance  with  the  above  aims  the  following  pamphlets  and  books, 
covering  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  are  obtainable  from  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Movement : 

A.  G.  TILNEY,  Santhia,  Stoke,  Hayling  Island,  Hants.,  ENGLAND. 

J.BYRT,  B.sc,  Elpis,  Wilson  Street,  Cheltenham,  S.22,  Victoria,  AUSTRALIA. 

DAVID   EDWARDS,    Rosehaven,   404   Alexandra    Street,    Hastings,    NEW 
ZEALAND. 

Special  prices  can  be  arranged  for  quantities  of  100  or  more  of  som 
pamphlets.    Please  write  for  particulars. 

Members  pay  minimum  of  5/-  (SI  in  U.S.A.)  per  annum,  and  receive 
half-yearly  News  Letters,  Pamphlets  and  Book  Reviews.  Will  you  please 
join  our  ranks  ? 


C  ' 


DEVOLUTION 


By 


DOUGLAS   DEWAR 


Reprinted  by  kind  permission  of  Messrs.  Constable 

and  Co.  Ltd.,  from  the  issue  of  "  The  Nineteenth 

Century  and  After  "  of  July,  1946. 


Obtainable  at  4d.,  or  2s.  6d.  per  doz.,  post  free,  from 
W.  E.  Filmer,  78   North   End,  Croydon,   Surrey. 


THE  EVOLUTION  PROTEST  MOVEMENT 
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